

ADOPTED 3/22/16


Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg & Co-sponsored by Council
Members Hazouri, Carter & Love:
RESOLUTION 2016-188-A
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF BILL BIRCHFIELD, A FOUNDING FATHER OF JACKSONVILLE’S CONSOLIDATED GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Bill Birchfield’s death marked the passing of a towering, epic figure. In Jacksonville’s pantheon of great, legendary leaders, Bill Birchfield is most assuredly in the top tier. He amassed a prodigious record of public service. He was a civic leader extraordinaire. Above all else, Bill Birchfield was the quintessential Southern gentleman; and

WHEREAS,
a native of Mayo, Florida, he was often referred to as the “Duke of Mayo.”  In his five-decade span of civic leadership in Jacksonville, Bill Birchfield served on independent authorities, represented Jacksonville in the State Legislature and provided leadership to numerous civic organizations; and

WHEREAS,
in his eight years as a member and chairman of the Jacksonville Transportation Authority, Mr. Birchfield was instrumental in the construction of the Dames Point Bridge; he was instrumental in the creation of the Jacksonville Skyway and the construction of Butler Boulevard. Mr. Birchfield served on the Jacksonville Port Authority and  it was during his term as Chairman of the Jacksonville Port Authority in 1985  when the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce gave him its outstanding political leader award; and

WHEREAS,
in 1970 Bill Birchfield was elected to the Florida House of Representatives, which voted him “the most promising” of the 34 freshmen. He was active in the enactment of no-fault auto insurance in 1971; and

WHEREAS,
the lexicon of words that characterized Bill Birchfield is expansive. There is an array of descriptive adjectives: giant, icon, luminary, and leader. They are apt. He has been depicted by one admirer as having exuded country charm; and
WHEREAS,
Bill Birchfield left an imprint on Jacksonville that will be long lasting. He loved Jacksonville and devoted considerable energy and leadership to such organizations as Leadership Jacksonville, the Meninak Club, JCCI, the Jacksonville Agricultural Fair and the Child Guidance Center of Jacksonville.  The number of organizations that Bill Birchfield was associated with was legion.  He readily gave of his time and energies. Bill Birchfield was a good and decent man and he was always cheerful about the human condition. He will be sorely missed by all who knew him; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council extends its deepest sympathy to the family of Bill Birchfield at this time of bereavement.  His legacy and stewardship will forever be etched in our hearts.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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